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MINUTES OF THE CATERING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN
GLOVER ROOM AT 09:30 AM ON WEDNESDAY 8™ NOVEMBER 2023




Fellows — There have been strong objections from some Fellows and it
should have gone through the right channels such as Finance Committee,
The Fellowship and then governing body before a decision was made.

The Dean — | would like to flag up to the Catering Committee that I am
aware of several staff members concerned about the recent abolition

of ruminant meat. As well as their concern for diminishing the range of
food on offer, and the negative cost implications to the College (given that
this change will overall cost money rather than save money), the staff
members were unsure how exactly the College had taken this decision,
given that the Environment Committee had only recommended this change,
and has no power to enforce it. | was very sorry to hear significant staff
discontent over this issue, and so | was keen to raise it to the Catering
Committee.

It was asked in the meeting if the Carbon footprint could be lowered any
other way. The Bursar responded that taking Memorial Court off gas would
be a huge win but the project would cost 15 million and the college are not
able to do this currently.

As a committee and the fact that this had not gone through the correct
protocol we will now be bringing beef and lamb back for Buttery lunch
once every two weeks at the start of Easter Term. No decision was made
for college dinners or the River room café. The Bursar asked if a general
sign could go up in the Buttery to show the carbon footprint on some food
types. This will allow students to start to see the impact.

The best way forward for this is to educate all Fellows, Students and Staff
by the Bursar working alongside Clare Goes Green and the Environment
Committee. A survey to all user groups designed by Clare Goes Green and
the Environmental Committee needs to be sent out to all user groups. Then
an assessment of the replies can be looked at.

Director of Hospitality

4
Director of Hospitality’s
Report

The Director of Hospitality updated members of the meeting on services
within the Department.

H staircase re-opened after 3 years, and it is really good to have these areas
back in use.

The River Room has been really well received by students and staff and we
have been tweaking the offer by listening to student and staff demand. We
now offer pasties and slices in addition to the ready to heat food that
includes toasties and paninis. The coffee choice has also been well received.
Currently The River Room is open from 09.00 am 06.00 pm. LC was asked
if a meal deal could be put in place, he stated that the prices are already very
competitive against other College’s and the high street.

There are still ongoing issues with the new kitchens; the gas goes off daily,
which can on occasions take a long time to reset. The extraction still does
not work properly in the ware wash area and the noise levels are still high
for the staff working in that area. Full power has also been lost on three
occasions now to the kitchens with no explanation as to why this has
happened.

LC informed the committee that the themed formals from a catering
perspective had gone very well. LC asked for more suggestions from the
UCS and MCR for suggested menu themes for buttery dinners.

All to note.
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